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Biography of M.C. Escher

ASCENDING AND
DESCENDING

CASTROVALVA
Lithograph, February
1930

METAMORPHOSIS

Maurits Cornelis Escher (1898-1972) is one of the world's
most famous graphic artists. His art is enjoyed by millions
of people all over the world, as can be seen on the many
web sites on the internet.

SKY & WATER | Woodcut
He is most famous for his so-called impossible structures,
such as Ascending and Descending, Relativity, his
Transformation Prints, such as Metamorphosis I,
Metamorphosis Il and Metamorphosis Ill, Sky & Water | or
Reptiles.

But he also made some wonderful, more realistic work
during the time he lived and traveled in Italy.

Castrovalva for example, where one already can see
Escher's fascination for high and low, close by and far ATRANI
away. The lithograph Atrani, a small town on the Amalfi

Coast was made in 1931, but comes back for example, in

his masterpiece Metamorphosis | and 11

M.C. Escher, during his lifetime, made 448 lithographs,
woodcuts and wood engravings and over 2000 drawings
and sketches. Like some of his famous predecessors, -
Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Durer and Holbein-, M.C.
Escher was left-handed.

Apart from being a graphic artist, M.C. Escher illustrated
books, designed tapestries, postage stamps and murals. He
was born in Leeuwarden, the Netherlands, as the fourth
and youngest son of a civil engineer. After 5 years the
family moved to Arnhem where Escher spent most of his
youth. After failing his high school exams, Maurits
ultimately was enrolled in the School for Architecture and
Decorative Arts in Haarlem

After only one week, he informed his father that he would
rather study graphic art instead of architecture, as he had
shown his drawings and linoleum cuts to his graphic
teacher Samuel Jessurun de Mesquita, who encouraged
him to continue with graphic arts.

After finishing school, he traveled extensively through
Italy, where he met his wife Jetta Umiker, whom he
married in 1924. They settled in Rome, where they stayed
until 1935. During these 11 years, Escher would travel STREET IN
each year throughout Italy, drawing and sketching for the SCANNO.ABBRUZI
various prints he would make when he returned home.
Many of these sketches he would later use for various
other lithographs and/or woodcuts and wood engravings,

L

i for example the background in the lithograph Waterfall U iih@?é‘..
stems from his Italian period, or the trees reflecting in the Lk e
woodcut Puddle, which are the same trees Escher used in '
his woodcut "Pineta of Calvi", which he made in 1932. PINETA OF CALVI
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BARBARANO,CIMINO

SYMMETRY NO. 45
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M.C. Escher became fascinated by the regular Division of
the Plane, when he first visited the Alhambra, a fourteen
century Moorish castle in Granada, Spain in 1922.

During the years in Switzerland and throughout the
Second World War, he vigorously pursued his hobby, by
drawing 62 of the total of 137 Regular Division Drawings
he would make in his lifetime.

He would extend his passion for the Regular Division of the
Plane, by using some of his drawings as the basis for yet
another hobby, carving beech wood spheres.

He played with architecture, perspective and impossible
spaces. His art continues to amaze and wonder millions of
people all over the world. In his work we recognize his
keen observation of the world around us and the
expressions of his own fantasies. M.C. Escher shows us
that reality is wondrous, comprehensible and fascinating.

SYMMETRY NO.20

For more information on M.C.Escher we refer you to:
http://www-gap.dcs.st-and.ac.uk/—~history/Mathematicians/Escher.html
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Tessellations - Escher and how to make your own http://www .tessellations.org/
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TESSELLATIONS.org

Home l Tessellations [ Galleries l Do It Yourself [ Software [ Information ‘
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Tessellations here mean designs featuring animals, birds, etc, which can fill the page, without
over-lapping, to form a pattern. It's the simplest kind of jigsaw puzzle: all the pieces look alike! You can see
a tessellation in the top right corner as you move around the site.

On these pages, you will find information about all aspects of tessellations, from their history and
development to complete galleries of examples by David, Seth and the Master, M.C. Escher, the pioneer of
the art. Also included are extensive workshops showing how to design and produce your own. All are
accessible from the orange navigation bar or from the site index -see below.

This site is a dedicated graphics site and not intended as a mathematical treatise. As M.C.Escher said,
"Mathematicians go to the garden gate but they never venture through to appreciate the delights within." If,
as a result of your visit, you venture through that garden gate, please send us your designs for inclusion in
the guest gallery.

In order to navigate and appreciate this site, you will need a modern
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browser with Javascript turned on. See 'About' and our 'Copyright' notice.

Picl of the Weel:
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Tessellations.org was Yahoo's 'Pick of the Week' on Feb 15 2004 and is a
member of the Graphics web ring. ' Next
\Qx“kCS Next 5

Latest news - click here Search

List Sites
Random
Previous 5

Site Index - click here

TEACHERS - This whole site is entirely suitable for young children

TEACHERS and ARTISTS - This site is actively seeking art, lesson
plans, and tutorials from guest contributors. Contact us.

Prints, Postcards, Jigsaw Puzzles, Mugs, and Magnets Reprints of some of our art are now available for
sale in various forms from DA galleries. Click here to visit that online art store.

Are you a FLASH or JAVA programmer? Read about our new Tessellation Applet Project.

Please enjoy the site - Seth
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